Office: 1500 Hanwell Road, Fredericton NB E3C 1N3 Phone (506) 444-6021

Father Monte Peters 470-2235
Office hours for Mass cards, etc.:

Website: stkateri.ca

Tuesday & Thursday 5-8 pm and Saturday’s 9-noon.

Sunday, November 29th, 2020 – 1st Sunday of Advent

Message from Fr. Monte:
Part I: Pope Francis: A Crisis Reveals What Is in Our
Hearts.
In this past year of change, my mind and heart have
overflowed with people. People I think of and pray for, and
sometimes cry with, people with names and faces, people
who died without saying goodbye to those they loved,
families in difficulty, even going hungry, because there’s no
work.
Sometimes, when you think globally, you can be paralyzed:
There are so many places of apparently ceaseless conflict;
there’s so much suffering and need. I find it helps to focus
on concrete situations: You see faces looking for life and
love in the reality of each person, of each people. You see
hope written in the story of every nations, glorious because
it’s a story of daily struggle, of lives broken in self-sacrifice.
So rather than overwhelm you, it invites you to ponder and
to respond with hope.
These are moments in life that can be ripe for change and
conversion. Each of us has had our own “stoppage”, or if
we haven’t yet, we will someday: illness, the failure of a
marriage or a business, some great disappointment or
betrayal. As in the Covid-19 lockdown, those moments
generate a tension, a crisis that reveals what is in our
hearts.
In every personal “Covid” so to speak, in every “stoppage”
what is revealed is what needs to change: our lack of
internal freedom, the idols we have been serving, the
ideologies we have tried to live by, the relationships we
have neglected.
When I got really sick at the age of 21, I had my first
experience of limit, of pain and loneliness. It changed the
way I saw life. For months, I didn’t know who I was or
whether I would live or die. The doctors had no idea
whether I’d make it either. I remember hugging my mother
and saying, “Just tell me if I’m going to die.” I was in the
second year of training for the priesthood in the diocesan
seminary of Buenos Aires.

I remember the date: Aug 13, 1957. I got taken to a
hospital by a prefect who realized mine was not the kind of
flu you treat with aspirin. Straightaway they took a liter
and a half of water out of my lungs, and I remained there
fighting for my life. The following November they operated
to take out the upper right lobe of one of the lungs. I have
some sense of how people with Covid-19 feel as they
struggle to breath on a ventilator.
Part II – next week.

Christmas Masses for St. Kateri Tekakwitha
Parish:
Christmas Eve at 430 PM at Holy Family Church (lived
streamed).
Christmas Day at 930 AM at St Ann’s Church at
Kingsclear and at 1100 AM at Holy Family Church.
Reservations are required for all Masses due to limited
seating following Health Department guidelines in
response to Covid 19. Holy Family Church can
accommodate 50 people and St Ann’s can accommodate
25. The initial reservation will be limited to two
individuals per family. After the spaces fill up, your name
will be added to a wait list; you will be contacted if space
becomes available close to Christmas. Names are taking
on a first come first serve basis.
We encourage families to watch the Christmas Eve Mass
at 430 pm live on YouTube. Go to our website at
stkateri.ca – click “on-line services” and then click “live”.
The Christmas Eve Mass will be saved on the website by
Christmas morning and you can watch it at any time.
Reserve your seat by calling Holy Family 444-6021 and
leave a message. Other numbers for reservations are
Barb Perry at 457-1559 and Judy Kelly at 478-7274.
St Ann’s at Kingsclear contact Liz Solomon at 363-4493 or
Father Monte at 470-2235.

Summary of your Support for OCTOBER
September INCOME
Regular/Envelope
Pre-Authorized Debit
TOTAL

$ 7,326.30
$ 6,197.00
$13,523.30

October EXPENSES
$18,328.93
Your continued financial support of the parish
during these difficult times is much appreciated.
OPTIONS FOR OFFERTORY DONATIONS
1.
Pre-Authorized Debit (PAD). There are
envelopes in the mail box at the main entrance of
Holy Family church with PAD forms. Fill out and mail
in the self-addressed, stamped envelope back to the
parish along with a VOID cheque.
2.
Mail your envelopes to the parish. St. Kateri
Tekakwitha Parish, 1500 Hanwell Road, Fredericton
NB E3C 1N3.
3.
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). Through
online banking, you may send your weekly donations
holyfam@rogers.com
4.
Delivery to the Rectory. Drop off in a sealed
envelope at the Rectory Mail Box by the back door,
ring the bell and Fr. Monte will collect them daily. If
you choose this method, please put them in an
envelope marked “OFFERTORY”.

Mass times – November 28th & 29th
St. Ann’s Church – Sunday @ 9:30 am
Holy Family Church – Saturday @ 4:30 pm
Holy Family Church – Sunday @ 11:00 am

Mass Intentions at Holy Family
Nov 21st Gary Holt
Nov 22nd Rudy Stocek
Nov 28th George Linton
Nov 29th Dec and Living Members of Fraser,
Dec 5th
Dec 6th

Harquail, MacMillan and Desmond Families
Gerald Leach
Carlotta Everett

Mass Intentions at St. Ann’s
Nov 29th
Mass of Thanksgiving
th
Dec 6
John C. Sabattis

Readers for St. Ann’s – Nov 29th
1st
John Monkhouse
nd
2
Betty Colligan
Readers for St. Ann’s – Dec 6th
1st
Mike Solomon
nd
2
Ann Feeney
READINGS for November 29th
1st Reading: Isaiah 63:16b-17; 64:1, 3-8
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Gospel:
Mark 13:33-37

Responsorial Psalm: Restore us, O God; let your
face shine, that we may be saved.
READERS at HOLY FAMILY:
Nov 28th
Mona LeBlanc
th
Nov 29
Jane Buckley
Dec 5th
Mary Estabrooks
th
Dec 6
Chris Robbins
Out-Reach Christmas Collection: In the past the OutReach Christmas Collection was done on the first two
weekends of Advent. It was a loose change collection as
parishioners exited the Church. This collection provided
enough funds to provide Christmas Boxes for 10 to 13
families. Last year we did the loose change collections
but told the families that we were not going to provide
Christmas boxes and informed them to register at one of
the Food Banks. The money collected went to providing
food vouchers to either Super Store or Sobeys if
someone found themselves in need.
This year Covid 19 has put another wrench in our plans,
instead of a loose change collection, we request that you
donate through the offertory envelope collection. There
will be special addressed envelopes available at the
entrance of the church, you can put your donation in and
put it in the collection. Don’t forget to put your envelope
number or your name and address for tax receipts.
This collection will be open for the four weeks of Advent.
The monies donated will be used to provide grocery gift
cards and other emergency needs that are requested
such as top up for rent or fuel to go to IWK.
Thank you in advance for your support.
God Bless! Barb Perry

Dear faithful, (letter from Bishop Riesbeck)

St. Kateri Tekakwitha Healing Mass: A
Healing Mass for the Parish will be held on
December 3rd at 2pm at Holy Family
Church. All are welcome! As seating is
limited, please call the Parish Office (4446021) to reserve a spot.
2020-2021 Sunday Missals are available in
the Church lobby - $4 each.
Parish Updates on your Home Phone - The Parish is
looking to provide updates via phone messaging to
include upcoming events and special
announcements for our Parish. If you would like to
sign-up for this service, please include your name
and phone number on the sign-up sheet in the
Church Lobby or call the Parish Office (444-6021)
and leave your name and number.
Masks Mandatory in Indoor Public Places:
Parishioners and visitors are advised that our Parish
will follow the guidelines set out by the Provincial
Government effective Thursday, October 8th at
midnight stating that masks will be mandatory for
all indoor public places including places of worship
and organized indoor gatherings (e.g. weddings,
funerals, etc.). Therefore parishioners will be
required to wear their masks at all times, while in
the Church.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NOTICE: Religious
Education Classes will be deferred until after the
New Year due to the recent status of Zone 3 back
to Orange. Please watch your bulletin for further
updates. Contact for Religious Education - Sharon
Watts at mooseville4@rogers.com

A new liturgical year is upon us, which begins with the
season of Advent. Advent, which means “coming”, is a
season of preparation for Christmas. We sense the
urgency of the prophet Isaiah, “A voice cries out: ‘In the
wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in
the desert a highway for our God’.” (Isaiah 40:3) We
remember Christ’s first coming over 2000 years ago, but
we also look forward with joyful expectation to Jesus’
second coming at the end of time.
We may find it difficult to be joyfully expectant amidst
such great uncertainty. The realities of the pandemic have
added stress and often emotional anguish to many among
us, particularly those on the front lines, and those who
may feel isolated. Jesus does not turn a blind eye to our
suffering; he calls us to draw near to him so that we can
experience his peace in our trials. We must be ready and
willing to tend to the needs of others as we are able as
apostles of mercy, and accompany each other during this
time of pandemic, never forgetting those most in need.
Christ’s promise of joyful hope is for us. When we make
room in our hearts for Jesus, especially through prayer
and the sacraments – privileged encounters with Christ
- he fills us not just with a happy demeanor, but a true joy
that wells from within. Christian joy is an enduring
presence of the heart that increases as we move closer to
God and remains with us, even in the midst of intense
sufferings. As we prioritize our spiritual life and make a
renewed commitment to personal and family prayer, our
joy will increase and we will be able to share it with others.
In this time of great darkness, there is no greater
contribution we can make to society than to bear the light
of Christ as his missionary disciples.
“Advent, therefore, is the time to prepare ourselves for
this Prince of Peace by being at peace with ourselves, our
soul, that is often in anxiety, anguish and without hope.
For this, one needs to start with oneself.” (Pope
Francis Homily, December 4, 2018) Let us draw
near to Jesus with longing hearts knowing he is the saviour
we have been waiting for, and eagerly awaiting his second
coming in glory. Let us give God permission to use us
powerfully to reflect the light of Christ to others, as we
echo the words of St. Paul, “Rejoice in the Lord always;
again I will say, rejoice!” (Phil 4:4)
With the assurance of my prayers for you and your
families, I remain
Sincerely yours in Jesus with Mary,
 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Bishop of Saint John
November 23, 2020

Our Sacred Stories
Living and Labouring Between the Two Advents
(Fr. John Jennings)
Here we are at the beginning of the AdventChristmas season again. The word “advent” comes from
two Latin words, “ad” and “venio”. When put them
together, the meaning is “come to”. In fact, this is where
we are always. Our life is a journey that looks back to
remembrance of an advent that has already happened,
while looking forward to an advent yet to be. Our
present is always between our past and our future. We
are ever between two advents, two comings.
As a Christian faith community, the First Advent
has us looking back to the birth of Jesus the Christ as one
of us. This is God coming to share our humanity and our
human condition. It is the Incarnation, God sharing our
humanity. It is God walking with us in the challenges and
accomplishments, the joys and sorrows that we and our
world experience. In the Advent-Christmas season we
remember and celebrate this First Advent of God among
us.
The Second Advent is yet to come. It is the It is
the coming of Christ in Glory. With this we have the
fullness of redemption. The reign of God proclaimed by
Jesus will come to its fulfillment. With it we become the
creation we are meant to be. As we enter the AdventChristmas season this year, we look forward with
expectation and hope to this Second Advent, as yet
unfulfilled.
Our life unfolds between these two advents,
knowing God journeys among us; and we strive to
imitate Jesus’ mission – with him as our model and
mentor. We strive to bring creation to what is God’s
dream for us. In Mark’s Gospel we hear the clarion call
of the prophets: “Keep alert, you do not know when the
time will come.” (Mark 13:33-37)
Now we wait and we work to fulfill creation to
the wonder it is meant to be, marked by love and peace,
mercy and compassion. Our expectation, our hopes and
our labours are for all humanity and all creation. This
was the vision expressed by the spiritual writer and
Trappist monk, Thomas Merton (1915-68). In March,
1958 he was on a busy shopping street in Louisville,
Kentucky when he had a tremendous insight of love, a
mystical experience.

Merton’s experience captured what is God’s
dream for all humanity: In Louisville,… in the center of
the shopping district, I was suddenly overwhelmed with
the realization that I loved all those people, that they
were mine and I theirs, that we could not be alien to one
another even though we were total strangers…. I have
the immense joy of being [creature, a person] a member
of [humanity] in whom God Himself became incarnate.”
(Thomas Merton. Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander
(1966))
We might say that what Merton describes is a
glimpse of what Jesus has called all of us to. When this
fully comes about, it is the complete reign of God, “a
kingdom of justice, love and peace” for all humanity.
This is the Second Advent, God’s dream. For this we
wait, in hope and expectation and we live lives united
with Jesus to nurture it in our present world and among
all peoples, freely and with great openness and love. For
we are all God’s creation. The Old Testament prophet
Isaiah speaks for us: O Lord, you are our Parent; we are
the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of
your hands. (Isaiah 64:8)

Options for you to watch Mass online or on television.
1. St. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish (Holy Family Church)
Live Stream Mass through their website each
Saturday at 4:30pm. Website: stkateri.ca - click
“Online Services” and then Click “Live”
2. St. Mary Magdalene Parish (St. Dunstan’s
Church) Live Stream Mass through their website
on Sunday at 10 am.
Live Stream Link to Website:
https://stdun7.wixsite.com/stdunstansparish

3. VISION TV Daily Mass
https://saltandlighttv.org/mass Weekdays at 9
am and 1 pm.
4. Mass with Bishop Riesbeck Sunday morning at 10
am. http://dioceseofsaintjohn.org

Hours of Mass and other services at Holy Family and
St. Ann’s at Kingsclear:
1. St Ann’s Church. Mass is offered on Sunday at 930
am. Contact Liz Solomon at 363-4493 or Father
Monte at 470-2235 for information and seat
availability.
Divine Mercy has resumed at St Ann’s Church every
Friday at 3pm on July 7th. For further information
call Liz Solomon at 363-4493. All are welcome.
2. Holy Family Church. Mass is offered by reservation
on Saturday at 430pm and on Sunday at 11am. To
make a reservation call one of the following
numbers: Barb Perry at 457-1559; Judy Kelly at 4787274 or Holy Family Church Office at 444-6021 and
leave a message with your phone number. Note:
making a reservation is recommended.
Rosary takes place every Thursday at 1030 am at
Holy Family Church. All are welcome.
For further information call Judy Kelly at 478-7274
or the parish office at 444-6021.

Live Streaming: Each Saturday you can watch the
4:30pm Mass from Holy Family live on the internet
at our website stkateri.ca. The recording of the
Saturday Mass will be posted on the website
(stkateri.ca) the next day. Father Monte Peters in
inviting you to participate in this part of our journey.
The following is a link to The New Freeman
http://www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org/News/TNF-0522.aspx

