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Sunday, November 21st, 2021 – 34th Sunday in Ordinary Time: Christ the King

St. Francis was first inspired by this idea after visiting
the historical place of Christ’s birth on a pilgrimage to
the Holy Land — the humble stable in a Bethlehem
cave. St. Francis recreated the birth of Christ in a
Mass he held inside of a cave in Greccio, Italy,
inviting both friars and the townspeople for this
celebration.

Roots of the Nativity Tradition: The following
reflection is being provided as we prepare to
enter the Season of Advent next weekend.

He wanted to do something that would recall the
memory of the child born in Bethlehem and display
the inconveniences he had as he lay in the manger,
surrounded by animals. He set up an empty feeding
trough of farm animals to serve as Jesus’ crib inside a
cave, with a live ox and donkey as it was believed to
have happened on that first Christmas night. Through
these visual aids, he wanted everyone to impress more
deeply into their understanding how Christ came into
the world in such poverty and simplicity. This was a
typical perspective of St. Francis’ unique charism of
simple, poverty-centered spirituality.
St. Francis’ recreation of that first Christmas night
became so popular that eventually every church in
Italy had its own nativity scene. This devotion was
also observed in private homes, and in modern times
even in non-religious institutions. Hopefully, this
story of the first nativity scene will inspire you to
build your own nativity scene in your Domestic
Church along with the nativity scene being built in
our Parish Church

For centuries, nativity scenes have been a popular
Christmas decoration. St. Francis of Assisi created the
first nativity scene on Christmas Eve of the year
1223, due to his devotion to the Child Jesus.

It is a historic Catholic tradition and a tool for
meditation on the humility, simplicity, and poverty of
Christ that he took on, from the moment of his
Incarnation, out of his boundless love for his lost
sheep. (excerpt from an essay by Fr. Luis AponteMerced, OFM, December 12, 2018)

LIVE STREAMING MASS HAS RESUMED ON SATURDAY’S
AT 4:30 at HOLY FAMILY – SEE OUR WEBSITE st.kateri.ca
– ‘Online Services’ tab

Latest Eritrean Newcomer Arrives - The Holy
Family settlement team for Eritreans is happy to
announce that Dawit Maherai arrived on
November 16. Dawit is pictured here on the left,
with a leading member of the Eritrean
community in Fredericton, Mawael Gebre.

Prayer for Creation
(Adapted from Catholic Relief Services)
O Lord, grant us the grace to grow deeper
in our respect of, and care for your Creation.
Help us to recognize the sacredness of all your
creatures as signs of your wondrous love.
Spark our imagination so we might find new ways
to live harmoniously with Creation and new
technologies, to reverse the damage we have done to
your Creation.
Help us turn from the selfish consumption of resources
meant for all, and to see the impacts of your choices
on the poorest and most vulnerable on our planet.
Amen.
Let’s spread the word about putting People and
Planet first!

Request for Upright Vacuum – The apartment for
the two Eritrean newcomers is carpeted. If you have
an upright vacuum cleaner in good condition that
you are willing to give, please contact Chris Robbins
with the Holy Family Settlement Team at 454-7459.

Cookie Sunday Weekend & Food Bank Donations
is November 27th & 28th: In addition to cookies,
we will be collecting for the Food Bank. The Food
Bank is in need of pancakes, cranberries, sugar,
flour. Donations can be dropped of at Holy Family
Church the morning of Saturday, November 27th
from 10am-12noon or prior to Mass on the
weekend both at St. Ann’s Church and Holy Family
Church. Thank you for your support!
Advent Candles: Four candles, unscented, 10-inch Advent
Taper Candle Set, Long Burning. Saint John Chapter, New
Brunswick Right to Life Fundraiser - $15.00 per set.

Contact: sjrighttolife@gmail.com or call 506-3339509.

Indigenous Ally Toolkit: The Montreal Urban
Aboriginal Community Strategy Network created and
makes available an excellent resource for anyone
wanting to take the gift and responsibility of being an
‘Ally’ seriously. It is called the ‘Indigenous Ally
Toolkit’. You can google ‘Indigenous Ally Toolkit’ to
get this great resource.
Truth and Reconciliation. The Diocese of Saint John
has recently published an Indigenous Relations tab on
our website, curated with the assistance of the
Honorable Graydon Nicholas. You are invited to consult
this new tab and share widely in your networks as an
opportunity to educate ourselves more fully about the
tragic legacy of residential schools. Let us continue to
invoke the intercession of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
asking our Creator to show us the way to healing,
forgiveness, reconciliation and a renewed fellowship.
https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/indigenous-relations

READINGS for November 21st
1st Reading: Daniel 7.13-14
2nd Reading: Revelation 1.5-8
Gospel: John 18.33b-37
Responsorial Psalm: The Lord is king; he is robed
in majesty.
READERS at ST. ANN’S
November 28th Mike Solomon
Mass Intentions at St. Ann’s
November 28th William Buckley
READERS at HOLY FAMILY:
November 20th
Beth Wright
November 21st
Linda Hubbard
November 27th
Mona LeBlanc
th
November 28
Marijke Hurkens
th
December 4
Paula Ryan
th
December 5
Bonnie Deveau
Mass Intentions at Holy Family
November 20th André Kennedy
November 21st Eugene Goodine
November 27th Edna Saad
November 28th Leona Murphy
December 4th
Lionel & Yvonne LeBlanc
th
December 5
Deceased Members of the
Harriman & MacDonald Families
Rosary at Holy Family: Every Thursday morning at
10:30am at Holy Family Church. For further
information call Judy Kelly at 478-7274 or the
church office at 444-6021. All are welcome!
Parish Call Out Program. We are piloting our Parish
Call Out Program. We are doing this to reach out to
as many parishioners as possible to keep them
informed of activities in the Church, i.e. Feast of St.
Kateri Tekakwitha, Cookie Sunday, Foodbank
Collections and updates on our Syrian
Families. Building a relationship is about keeping in
touch. Please let us know if you or anyone you know
would like to be part of our program by contacting
the office at 444-6021, or email: office@stkateri.ca

Grandmothers Helping Grandmothers 2022
Calendars are hot off the press! This fund raising
initiative was over a year in the making. These fun
calendars, available for $15.00, feature photos from
the early to mid 1900’s and current colourful photos
of our very own members, contrasting how women’s
activities have changed. They will make a great
Christmas or hostess gift. To order your calendar
contact any of the following members: § Karen
Simmons 455-8461 (kasimmons237@gmail.com) §
Nancy MacGarvie 455-3026
(nancymacgarvie@rogers.com) § Linda Hubbard 4570362 (lindahub@nb.sympatico.ca)

GRANDMOTHERS HELPING GRANDMOTHERS - Thank
you sincerely for your yearly loyal support of the
Grandmother Helping Grandmothers (GHG) wreath sale.
Our Sub-Saharan African grandmothers and those in
their care have benefited immensely because of you.
The cost will be $13.00 and will still be the lovely 12” fir
you are used to. All orders must be in by Saturday
November 20th. You will have to pick these wreaths up
at their respective addresses and times below, not at the
church as usual. Note two different pick-up dates as
well.

1. Pick-up November 27th 9 am to 1 pm at Karen
Simmons 237 Wright Street (off York, to
Edinburgh then right on Wright).
Kasimmons237@gmail.com
2. Pick-up November 28th 9 am to 1 pm at Nancy
MacGarvie. 83 Grey Street (off Waterloo
Row). nancymacgarvie@rogers.com
Paula MacQuarrie 459-4481
paulamacquarrie4481@bellaliant.net

Wilmot United Church is holding a New-to-you and
Bake Sale on Friday, Nov. 26th from 9am-6pm. Be
sure to visit our Fair Trade coffee and chocolate
cupboard for great Christmas gifts. Corner of King &
Carleton Streets, downtown Fredericton. Please
wear a community mask and bring proof of full
vaccination.

Our Sacred Stories
The Kingdom of God: Making the Reign a Reality
(Feast of Jesus the Christ, King of the Universe
Fr. John Jennings)
Sometimes to know where we are, we have to
know where we came from. The message and the mission
of Jesus is to proclaim the Kingdom, the Reign of God.
This is what he lived throughout his life. And it is what he
shared with his disciples and the people who surrounded
him. As followers of Jesus, this is what we are to reflect.
But what does this mean, for us, in our lives, at this time
in our own world?
On the Feast of Christ the King last year we
listened to a piece from Matthew’s Gospel (Mt.25:31-46).
Its focus was on living the reign by reaching out to the
needs of the vulnerable among us. Next year, we will
hear from Luke, as he tells of Jesus’s sacrifice of his life for
all (Lk.23:35-43). This year we turn to John’s Gospel
(Jn.18:33-37). Appearing before Pilate, Jesus asserts his
life’s mission as a relationship with God and his call to
testify to that relationship for the world. It is to announce
the Reign of God among us.
This testimony by Jesus is not new in the Gospels.
As Mark speaks of Jesus beginning his mission and calling
his disciples, Jesus proclaims: The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe the
good news (Mk 1:13). Matthew expresses this good news
as Jesus speaks to the crowds in the Sermon on the
Mount (ch. 5-7). John’s Gospel presents Jesus responding
to a Pharisee named Nicodemus (Jn.3:1-21). In the course
of the encounter, Jesus reveals the purpose of his
mission: For God so loves the world that he gave his only
Son so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but may have eternal life (3:16). The reign of God
permeates the Gospel message of Jesus.
The Feast of Christ the King comes at the end of
the cycle for our church year. Next Sunday, we enter the
new year with the Advent season. It seems like the Feast
of Christ the King provides us with an opportunity to
reflect on what Jesus was all about and what his message
and mission was to effect in our world. Jesus the Christ,
reveals God’s dream for us, for all creation, God is ever
among us.
Jesus’s incarnation is God’s love coming to live
among us. In him the reign of God has come near. Calling
his disciples to follow him, he gave them a message that

called them to share the good news of God’s love
universally. It is for all humanity. A message of the heart,
like the dream and visions of Daniel in the Old Testament
(Dan.7:13-14), it is a message for all ages and all peoples.
This was the message expressed in the last major
proclamation of the Second Vatican Council. Vatican II
was a pastoral effort to bring the good news to the whole
of humanity and creation. If Pope John XXIII saw the
council as an opportunity to “open the windows of the
church” to the world this document expressed this open
vision of God’s reign as the council was ending:
The joy and the hope, the grief and the anguish of
the people of our time, especially of
those who are poor or afflicted in any way, are the joy and
the hope, the grief and the
anguish of the followers of Christ as well. Nothing that is
genuinely human fails to find
an echo in their hearts. For theirs is a community
composed of people who, united in
Christ and guided by the Holy Spirit, press
onwards towards the kingdom of the Father
and are bearers of a message of salvation
intended for all. (Gaudium et Spes, Preface, 1)

Religious Education Update
Effective Sunday, October 31st, classes K-5 are
now meeting in-person at 10am. (Grades 4/5
meet every other Sunday). It’s not too late to
register. If you would like to register your
son/daughter, please contact Sharon Watts
at mooseville4@rogers.com or text at 471-8163.
THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
(Margie Snell, Catechist)
Our Confirmation Candidates began preparing to
receive their Sacrament of Confirmation. Our
current candidates are in Grade 8, 9 and 10 and
are a month into the online Regional Youth Alpha
Program. If you would like more information on
our program, please contact Margie Snell
at margie_s40@yahoo.com

Diocesan News
The Church Synod: Pope Francis inaugurated a 2-year
long Synodal process for the Universal Church on October
10, 2021 and will conclude in October 2023. The Theme is
“For A Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and
Mission”. The goal of the Church is to ensure the
participation of the greatest number of people, to listen
to the living voice of the entire People of God. Please see
Bishop Riesbeck’s letter attached and at the entrances of
the Church. We are presently in the First Phase, the
Diocesan and National Listening Phase. It runs until Spring
2022. In this Phase, the diocesan and national voices are
being asked to speak with a survey to be filled out by
individuals, parishes and groups in the dioceses. This
survey can be accessed on the Diocesan Website
http://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/synod-2021-2023 and
completed and submitted electronically. This survey must
be submitted electronically or the hard copy to the Parish
Office by Dec. 30th . Click here to participate in the
Synod: https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/synod-2021-2023.
Let us give God permission to move in power in our
diocese and the universal Church as we listen to one
another and to the Holy Spirit during this Synodal process.

DIOCESE OF SAINT JOHN
One Bayard Drive
Saint John, NB E2L 3L5
Tel (506) 653-6800 • Fax (506) 653-6859
Office of the Bishop
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
On October 10, 2021, Pope Francis inaugurated a 2-yearlong synodal process for the universal Church “For a
Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission”,
with a Holy Mass celebrated in Rome’s St. Peter’s Basilica.
Dioceses worldwide opened the Synodal process at the
local level on October 17, including the Diocese of Saint
John, in the 10 a.m. Mass at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception. I invite you to listen to the
homily at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRkNf24nl2M. The
diocesan and national listening phases will run until early
Spring 2022 and will be followed by a continental phase
from September 2022 to March 2023. The final “universal
Church phase” will culminate in the XVI Ordinary General

Assembly of the Synod of Bishops in October 2023. It is a
very involved process of deliberations from around the
world to discuss the concept of synodality, which refers to
the very essence of the Church, her constitutive reality,
oriented towards evangelization. The Church exists to
evangelize. Led by the Holy Spirit through the Gospel and
the Eucharist, we are called to raise up disciples who
joyfully live out the mission of proclaiming the Good News
and making disciples of others. That is our mission. This
mission requires the participation of all the baptized in
communion with God and with each other, bishops,
priests, religious and laity, each according to the gifts and
charisms of their vocation. We are called to evangelize in
a world that is in desperate need of hearing the Good
News of Jesus Christ, but in the context of a plurality of
members of the body of Christ, which enriches the
Church, and that strives to remain united to Christ the
head. Synodality indicates walking together and listening
to one another, but above all to the Holy Spirit. These
next few years of deliberations will be a privileged time to
walk together as we listen to each other, look at the signs
of the times, and ultimately listen to the Holy Spirit to
discern what steps the Holy Spirit invites us to take to
grow as a Synodal Church. This two-year process will
conclude in October 2023 and will notably involve all the
faithful at local Churches across the world, promising to
listen to all, especially to laypeople.
As we begin this diocesan phase of consultation, which is
the preparatory stage for the Synod that will take place in
October 2023 in Rome, I am counting on all parishes to do
their best to reach out to the faithful so that we can listen
and discern together. The goal is to ensure the
participation of the greatest number possible, to listen to
the living voice of the entire People of God. We need to
actively reach out to people where they are at, especially
those who are often excluded or not involved in the life of
the Church. There must also be a clear focus on the
participation of the poor, marginalized, vulnerable and
excluded, to listen to their voices and experiences. Above
all this process must be simple, accessible, and welcoming
to all. DIOCESE OF SAINT JOHN 1 Bayard Drive Saint John,
NB E2L 3L5 Canada Tel (506) 653-6800 • Fax (506) 6536859 2 To that end a survey has been created on our
diocesan website https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/synod2021-2023 and may be completed and submitted
electronically (results submitted via the website will be
forwarded to the parish). While the electronic survey is
preferable, a PDF version is included with this letter that
can be printed and filled out manually if necessary. I have

also included two official resources, For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation, and Mission: Preparatory
Document and Vademecum for the Synod on Synodality
Official Handbook for Listening and Discernment in Local
Churches. Both of these will be useful for your parish as
you prepare for the consultation process. Consultation
meetings to present the survey can be organized in
person (following current COVID-19 protocols), or online,
and can be arranged based on the needs of the parish.
Each parish should appoint a contact person or team
within the parish that will be responsible for coordinating
such meetings, recording feedback, collecting, and
compiling survey results. Active ministries or apostolates
within the parish (including Knights of Columbus, CWL,
parish councils and committees, or any group that meets
with consistency) may choose to hold their own
consultation meetings and forward the results to the
parish contact person. It is important to note that not
every question must be answered, so long as people are
attentive to the Holy Spirit and provide clear and honest
feedback to the questions that speak to them. The parish
contact person or team is asked to summarize and
compile the results into a summary document that will be
no longer than ten pages (one page per theme or set of
questions) and returned to the diocese no later than
January 14, 2022, so as to allow our diocesan staff to
compile the results of the surveys for the next regional
phase of deliberations. “A synodal church is a listening
church, aware that listening is more than hearing. It is a
reciprocal listening in which each one has something to
learn.” (Pope Francis, Synod on the Family, October 17,
2015). The objective of this Synodal Process is not to
provide a temporary or one-time experience of
synodality, but rather to provide an opportunity for the
entire People of God to discern together how to move
forward on the path towards being a more synodal
Church in the long-term. Understanding that the Holy
Spirit is the protagonist of the Synod, we come before the
Lord as people of faith, opening our hearts to the Holy
Spirit and asking him to teach us how to be a Church that
listens to one another. To this end, I invite you to pray the
Adsumus Sancte Spiritus throughout the Synodal Process
and before every gathering to ensure that this process of
deliberations is steeped in prayer, and to give God
permission to move in power in our diocese. United in
prayer towards communion, participation, and mission in
a synodal Church, I remain faithfully yours in Christ, ✠
Christian Riesbeck, CC Bishop of Saint John October 19,
2021.

Adsumus, Sancte Spiritus Prayer of invocation to the
Holy Spirit for an ecclesial assembly of governance or
discernment (thus synodal)
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together
in Your name.
With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in
our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue
it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote
disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor
partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey
together to eternal life and not stray from the way of
truth and what is right.
All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place
and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son,
forever and ever. Amen

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary: Please be aware that
members are not able to physically gather again
from across the Diocese because of capacity
restrictions. Mass will be offered at the
Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception on
December 8th, 2021 at 7pm. On this feast day
the Mass will be livestreamed on the diocesan
Facebook page.
Family Advent Resources: Resources are
available on the Youth Faith Formation website.
Everything is there for the family to enjoy the
weekly Advent celebration at home. Videos,
music, activities, advent wreath blessing and
weekly readings, plus art reflection and story
time. Check it out at
https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/advent-2021-cycle-c
LATEST PROTOCOLS FOR CHURCH WORSHIP
Parishioners entering Holy Family Church or St.
Ann’s Church will not be required to show proof of,
or attest to, their vaccination. For contact
purposes, names and telephone numbers of
attendees will be recorded. Everyone is to be
masked at all times and seating is arranged to
respect physical distancing.

