Office: 1500 Hanwell Road, Fredericton NB E3C 1N3 Phone (506) 444-6021

Father Monte Peters 470-2235

Website: stkateri.ca

Email: office@stkateri.ca

Office hours for business: Tuesday & Thursday 5-8 pm and Saturday’s 9-noon.
Sunday, December 13th, 2020 – 3rd Sunday of Advent

Message from Fr. Monte:
Part III: Pope Francis: A Crisis Reveals What Is in Our
Hearts.
They are the antibodies to the virus of indifference. They
remind us that our lives are a gift and we grow by giving of
ourselves, not preserving ourselves by losing ourselves in
service.
With some exceptions, governments have made great
efforts to put the well-being of their people first, acting
decisively to protect health and to save lives. The
exceptions have been some governments that shrugged off
the painful evidence of mounting deaths, with inevitable,
grievous consequences. But most governments acted
responsibly, imposing strict measures to contain the
outbreak.
Yet some groups protested, refusing to keep their distance,
marching against travel restrictions – as it measures that
governments must impose for the good of their people
constitute some kind of political assault on autonomy or
personal freedom! Looking to the common good is much
more than the sum of what is good for individuals, it means
having a regard for all citizens and seeking to respond
effectively to the needs of the least fortunate.
It is all too easy for some to take an idea – in this case, for
example, personal freedom – and turn it into an ideology,
creating a prism through which they judge everything.
The coronavirus crisis may seem special because it affects
most of humankind. But it is special only in how visible it is.
There are a thousand other crisis that are just as dire, but
are just far enough from some of us that we can act as if
they don’t exist. Think, for example, of the wars scattered
across different parts of the world; of the production and
trade in weapons; of the hundreds of thousands of refugees
fleeing poverty, hunger and lack of opportunity; of climate
change. These tragedies may seem distant from us, as part
of the daily news that, sadly, fails to move us to change our
agendas and priorities. But like the Covid-19 crisis, they
affect the whole of humanity.

Look at us now: We put on face masks to protect ourselves
and others form a virus we can’t see. But what about all
those other unseen viruses we need to protect ourselves
from? How will we deal with the hidden pandemics of this
world, the pandemics of hunger and violence and climate
change?
If we are to come out of this crisis less selfish than when we
went in, we have to let ourselves be touched by others’
pain. There’s a line in Friedrich Hölderlin’s “Hyperion” that
speaks to me, about how the danger that threatens in a
crisis is never total; there’s always a way out: “Where the
danger is, also grows the saving power.” That’s the genius
in the human story: There’s always a way to escape
destruction. Where humankind has to act is precisely
there, in the threat itself; that’s where the door opens.
This is a moment to dream big, to rethink our priorities –
what we value, what we want, what we seek – and to
commit to act in our daily life on what we have dreamed of.
God asks us to dare to create something new. We cannot
return to the false securities of the political and economic
systems we had before the crisis. We need economies that
give to all access to the fruits of creation, to the basic needs
of life: to land, lodging and labor. We need a politics that
can integrate and dialogue with the poor, the excluded and
the vulnerable, that gives people a say in the decision that
affect their lives. We need to slow down, take stock and
design better ways of living together on this earth.

New Parish Email Address:
If you want to send an email to the Parish office,
please use the following new email address.
office@stkateri.ca as the Roger’s email account is
no longer working. Add us to your contacts so you
will continue to receive weekly bulletins and
notices. If you did not receive your bulletin this
week, check your ‘’Junk Box”.

Christmas Masses for St. Kateri Tekakwitha
Parish:

Summary of your Support for NOVEMBER

Christmas Eve at 4:30 PM at Holy Family Church (live
streamed).

November INCOME
Regular/Envelope
Pre-Authorized Debit
TOTAL

Christmas Day at 9:30 AM at St Ann’s Church at
Kingsclear and at 11:00 AM at Holy Family Church.
Reservations are required for all Masses due to limited
seating following Health Department guidelines in
response to Covid 19. Holy Family Church can
accommodate 50 people and St. Ann’s can accommodate
25. The initial reservation will be limited to two
individuals per family. After the spaces fill up, your name
will be added to a wait list; you will be contacted if space
becomes available close to Christmas. Names are taken
on a first come first serve basis.
We encourage families to watch the Christmas Eve Mass
at 4:30 pm live on YouTube. Go to our website at
stkateri.ca – click “on-line services” and then click “live”.
The Christmas Eve Mass will be saved on the website by
Christmas morning and you can watch it at any time.
Reserve your seat by calling the Parish office 444-6021
and leave a message. Other numbers for reservations are
Barb Perry at 457-1559 and Judy Kelly at 478-7274.
St. Ann’s at Kingsclear contact Liz Solomon at 363-4493
or Father Monte at 470-2235.

$ 20,902.85
$ 6,337.00
$27,239.85

November EXPENSES $ 13,068.51
Your continued financial support of the parish
during these difficult times is much appreciated.
OPTIONS FOR OFFERTORY DONATIONS
1.
Pre-Authorized Debit (PAD). There are
envelopes in the mail box at the main entrance of
Holy Family church with PAD forms. Fill out and mail
in the self-addressed, stamped envelope back to the
parish along with a VOID cheque.
2.
Mail your envelopes to the parish. St. Kateri
Tekakwitha Parish, 1500 Hanwell Road, Fredericton
NB E3C 1N3.
3.
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT). Through
online banking, you may send your weekly donations
office@stkateri.ca
4.
Delivery to the Rectory. Drop off in a sealed
envelope at the Rectory Mail Box by the back door,
ring the bell and Fr. Monte will collect them daily. If
you choose this method, please put them in an
envelope marked “OFFERTORY”.

Mass Intentions at Holy Family

A reminder that the Christmas Mass on
December 24th at 4:30pm will be live
streamed and we encourage families and
those not comfortable attending Mass at this
time to take part in the Christmas Mass via
live stream from home at stkateri.ca/Online
Services/Live Mass or if watching at a later
time at St. Kateri Parish YouTube Channel.
READERS at HOLY FAMILY:
Dec 12th Paula Ryan
Dec 13th Norma Downing
Dec 19th Anna Mae Snider
Dec 20th Linda Hubbard
Dec 26th Margie Snell
Dec 27th Marijke Hurkens

Dec 12th
Dec 13th
Dec 19th
Dec 20th
Dec 24th
Dec 25th
Dec 26th
Dec 27th

Gerard Lavoie
DFM Holland and Chessie Families
Edna Saad
Inez Gaudet
Father Jack Dolan
For the People
Robert Wilkins
Margaret Hersey

Mass Intentions at St. Ann’s
Dec 13th Claudette Laurence Grexton
Dec 20th Lynn Dunbar
Dec 25th Sandy and Myrtle Goodine
Dec 27th Kasey M. Atwin

Readers for St. Ann`s – Dec 13th
1st
Theresa Atwin
nd
2
Kathy Zoe
Readers for St. Ann`s – Dec 20th
1st
Lawrence Cameron
2nd
Elizabeth Solomon
READINGS for December 13th
1st Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11
2nd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Gospel:
John 1:6-8, 19-28

Responsorial Psalm: My soul shall exult in
my God.
Live Streaming: Each Saturday you can watch the
4:30pm Mass from Holy Family live on the internet
at our website stkateri.ca. The recording of the
Saturday Mass will be posted on the website
(stkateri.ca) the next day. Father Monte Peters in
inviting you to participate in this part of our journey.
Website Update: Take some time this week to visit
our new website, stkateri.ca where you will find
reflections for Advent, the Christmas Mass schedule
and some short videos on the Second Week of
Advent about Peace.
* A reminder that the Christmas Mass on December
24th at 4:30pm will be live streamed and we
encourage families and those not comfortable
attending mass at this time to take part in the
Christmas Mass via live stream from home at
stkateri.ca/Online Services/Live Mass or if watching
at a later time at St. Kateri Parish YouTube Channel.
2021 Offertory Envelopes are available to pick up.
An Attendant will be available to hand them to
you. If there is not a box with your name on it,
take a new box and fill out your name, address and
phone number on your first envelope offered.
Remember, Offertory through Pre-Authorized
Debit is a convenient and safe way to give your
donations. Forms available at the church entrance.
Thank you!

Out-Reach Christmas Collection: In the past the OutReach Christmas Collection was done on the first two
weekends of Advent. It was a loose change collection as
parishioners exited the Church. This collection provided
enough funds to provide Christmas Boxes for 10 to 13
families. Last year we did the loose change collections
but told the families that we were not going to provide
Christmas boxes and informed them to register at one of
the Food Banks. The money collected went to providing
food vouchers to either Super Store or Sobeys if
someone found themselves in need.
This year Covid 19 has put another wrench in our plans,
instead of a loose change collection, we request that you
donate through the offertory envelope collection. There
will be special addressed envelopes available at the
entrance of the church, you can put your donation in and
put it in the collection. Don’t forget to put your envelope
number or your name and address for tax receipts.
This collection will be open for the four weeks of Advent.
The monies donated will be used to provide grocery gift
cards and other emergency needs that are requested
such as top up for rent or fuel to go to IWK.

Parish Updates on your Home Phone - The Parish is
looking to provide updates via phone messaging to
include upcoming events and special
announcements for our Parish. If you would like to
sign-up for this service, please include your name
and phone number on the sign-up sheet in the
Church Lobby or call the Parish Office (444-6021)
and leave your name and number.
Masks Mandatory in Indoor Public Places:
Parishioners and visitors are advised that our Parish
will follow the guidelines set out by the Provincial
Government effective Thursday, October 8th at
midnight stating that masks will be mandatory for
all indoor public places including places of worship
and organized indoor gatherings (e.g. weddings,
funerals, etc.). Therefore parishioners will be
required to wear their masks at all times, while in
the Church.

2020-2021 Sunday Missals are available in
the Church lobby - $4 each.

Hours of Mass and other services at Holy Family and
St. Ann’s at Kingsclear:
1. St Ann’s Church. Mass is offered on Sunday at 930
am. Contact Liz Solomon at 363-4493 or Father
Monte at 470-2235 for information and seat
availability.
Divine Mercy has resumed at St Ann’s Church every
Friday at 3pm on July 7th. For further information
call Liz Solomon at 363-4493. All are welcome.
2. Holy Family Church. Mass is offered by reservation
on Saturday at 430pm and on Sunday at 11am. To
make a reservation call one of the following
numbers: Barb Perry at 457-1559; Judy Kelly at 4787274 or Holy Family Church Office at 444-6021 and
leave a message with your phone number. Note:
making a reservation is recommended.
Rosary takes place every Thursday at 1030 am at
Holy Family Church. All are welcome.
For further information call Judy Kelly at 478-7274
or the parish office at 444-6021.
Options for you to watch Mass online or on television.
1. St. Kateri Tekakwitha Parish (Holy Family Church)
Live Stream Mass through their website each
Saturday at 4:30pm. Website: stkateri.ca - click
“Online Services” and then Click “Live”
2. St. Mary Magdalene Parish (St. Dunstan’s
Church) Live Stream Mass through their website
on Sunday at 10 am.
Live Stream Link to Website:
https://stdun7.wixsite.com/stdunstansparish

3. VISION TV Daily Mass
https://saltandlighttv.org/mass Weekdays at 9
am and 1 pm.
4. Mass with Bishop Riesbeck Sunday morning at 10
am. http://dioceseofsaintjohn.org

New for Families: As we begin the season of
Advent, Saint John Diocese Faith Formation
website sjdfaithformation.com has added a new
button on the website called “Bite-size Faith
Formation for Families”.
Each week a new advent resource will be added
that families can easily access and share with their
children.

Our Sacred Stories
Witness to Light and Hope in the Midst of Darkness
(Fr. John Jennings)
December… heading into winter. In a few days we
will experience the shortest, darkest day of our year. It
comes as we find ourselves still facing a Covid-19
pandemic. Darkness and cold, isolation and restrictions, it
is a harsh reality.
In the midst of the darkness there is light, there is
hope. From our darkest day, our days will slowly begin to
lengthen, light will triumph over darkness. News of
vaccines has brought light and hope that there is an end to
the pandemic. Slowly the darkness will end.
The 3rd Sunday of Advent has traditionally been
referred to as “Gaudete Sunday” it issues a call to rejoice,
for light and life will prevail. Advent leads to Christmas and
the promise of God’s deep love and willingness to stand
among us always, in the person of Jesus, the Christ. There
is a wonderful English Christmas carol that captures this
advent of light in the darkness and hope over despair:
In the bleak mid-winter, Frosty wind made moan;
Earth stood hard as iron, Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow;
In the bleak mid-winter, long ago.
Our God, heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain,…
In the bleak mid-winter, a stable-place sufficed,
The Lord God Almighty – Jesus Christ.
Words by Christina Rossetti; Music by Gustav Holst)
John`s Gospel (John 1:6-8, 19-28) tells us of John
the Baptist and we are told: He came as a witness to testify
to the light, so that all might believe through him. John the
Baptist is our model. We are witnesses for others, called to
nurture the faith and hope of our generation and of the
next. In the “bleak mid-winter”, ours it is to bring light and
hope, support and love to one another and our world.
In the midst of the darkness that sometimes
envelops our lives and the challenges we and our world
face, there is a fundamental truth of our faith. God
recognizes the goodness of every human being and gifts us
with a love that can never be lost. So it is, that like the Old
Testament prophet we are given the Spirit of our God for a
purpose. Isaiah expresses it this way:
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has
anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the
oppressed, to bind-up the broken-hearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the
prisoners;.... (Is.61:1)
May we be light in the darkness, hope in discouragement
and loving compassion for all.

