
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Message from Fr. Monte: 

 

During his weekly audience Pope Francis 

focused his attention on the concept of the “Common 

Good”.  He said that he thinks we can emerge from 

the coronavirus crisis better than before if we all 

seek the common good together.” At the same time 

he lamented that we are beginning to see “partisan 

interests emerging” with some people seeking to take 

advantage of the crisis for selfish purposes. 

 

“The Christian response to the pandemic and 

to the consequent socio-economic crisis is based on 

love,” the Pope said, and especially the love of God 

for us.  We in turn are called to love everyone – not 

only our friends and family, but even our enemies.  

This is difficult, the Pope acknowledged, but it is an 

“art that can be learned and improved.” 

 

Building a civilization of Love 
Love, he continued, not only helps us to build 

personal relationships, but also allows “social, 

cultural, and economic relationships to flourish, 

allowing us to construct a “civilization of love”.  

 

Love without borders 

The current crisis is helping us to see that the 

good of each person individually is tied up with the 

common good of society as a whole, and vice versa.  

“A virus that does not recognize borders, barriers, or 

cultural or political distinctions must be faced with a 

love without borders, barriers or distinctions.”  

 

If, on the other hand, solutions to the crisis 

are tinged with selfishness or egoism, the Pope said, 

“we may perhaps emerge from the coronavirus 

crisis, but certainly not from the human and social 

crisis that the virus has brought to light and 

accentuated.”  Instead, everyone – and Christians in 

particular – have a duty to work to promote the 

common good.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Politics rooted in ethics and nourished by love. 

 Pope Francis admitted that politics often has 

a bad reputation, and perhaps not without reason.  A 

“good politics is possible,” thought, when it “the 

human person and the common good at the centre of 

its duty”.  This calls for everyone, but especially 

those with social and political commitments and 

duties, to root their actions “in ethical principles” 

and nourish them “with social and political love”. 

 

Christians, he said, in a particular way the laity, are 

called to give good example of this and can do it 

thanks to the virtue of charity, cultivation its intrinsic 

social value.  Everyone can do their part to improve 

social love excluding no one.  “Thus, through our 

gestures, even the most humble ones, something of 

the image of God that we bear within us will be 

made visible because God is the Trinity.  God is 

love.” 

 

 

 

READINGS for September 13th  
1st Reading:  Sirach 27:30 – 28:7 

2nd Reading:   Romans 14:7-9 

Gospel:   Matthew 18:21-35    

 

Responsorial Psalm:  The Lord is merciful and 

gracious; slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love.  

 

Mass times – September 12th & 13th  
St. Ann’s Church – Sunday @ 9:30 am 
Holy Family Church – Saturday @ 4:30 pm 
Holy Family Church – Sunday @ 11:00 am 

 

 

 

 

Office:  1500 Hanwell Road, Fredericton NB  E3C 1N3  Phone (506) 444-6021 

Father Monte Peters 470-2235   Website  holyfamilyfredericton.ca    

Sunday, September 13th,  2020 – 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Mass Intentions at Holy Family 

Sept 12th       George Linton 

Sept 13th     Betty McSorley 

Sept 19th     Doris Romeo Blanchard 

Sept 20th     Rowan Mazerolle 

Sept 26th       Adam Wright 

Sept 27th     Father Jack Dolan 

 

 

Mass Intentions at St. Ann’s   

Sept 13th         Claudette Laurence Grexton 

Sept 20th         Beatrice Sabattis 

Sept 27th         Bertha A. Clark 

 

 

Hours of Mass and other services at Holy Family 

and St. Ann’s at Kingsclear: 

1. St Ann’s Church. 

Mass is offered on Sunday at 930 am. Contact 
Liz Solomon at 363-4493 or Father Monte at 
470-2235 for information and seat availability. 
Divine Mercy has resumed at St Ann’s Church 
every Friday at 3pm on July 7th. For further 
information call Liz Solomon at 363-4493. All 
are welcome. 

 
2. Holy Family Church. 

Mass is offered by reservation on Saturday at 
430pm and on Sunday at 11am. To make a 
reservation call one of the following numbers: 
Barb Perry at 457-1559 and if no answer leave 
a message with your phone number. 
Judy Kelly at 478-7274 and if no answer leave a 
message with your phone number. 
Holy Family Church Office at 444-6021 and 
leave a message with your phone number. 
Note: making a reservation is recommend since 
we can only accommodate 50 at each mass.  
 
Rosary is said at Holy Family every Thursday at 
1030 am. All are welcome, for further 
information call Judy Kelly at 478-7274 or the 
church office at 444-6021. 

 

Options for you to watch Mass online or on television.     

1. St. Mary Magdalene Parish (St. Dunstan’s 
Church) Live Stream Mass through their website 
on Sunday at 10 am.   
Live Stream Link to Website:  

https://stdun7.wixsite.com/stdunstansparish 

2. VISION TV Daily Mass  
https://saltandlighttv.org/mass   Weekdays at 9 
am and 1 pm.                                                                                                         
 

3. Mass with Bishop Riesbeck Sunday morning at 10 
am.  http://dioceseofsaintjohn.org   

The following is a link to The New Freeman 
 http://www.dioceseofsaintjohn.org/News/TNF-05-
22.aspx  
 

Summary of your Support for July        

July INCOME 
Regular/Envelope $  5,533.00 
Pre-Authorized Debit $  6,540.42  
E-transfer  $  1,425.00                         
TOTAL                 $13,498.42 
 
July EXPENSES  $12,300.20   
 
Your continued financial support of the parish 
during these difficult times is much appreciated.  
 

 

OPTIONS FOR OFFERTORY DONATIONS     

1. Pre-Authorized Debit (PAD).  There are 
envelopes in the mail box at the main entrance 
of Holy Family church with PAD forms.  Fill out 
and mail in the self-addressed, stamped 
envelope back to the parish along with a VOID 
cheque.  

2. Mail your envelopes to the parish.  St. Kateri 
Tekakwitha Parish, 1500 Hanwell Road, 
Fredericton NB  E3C 1N3. 

3. Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT).  Through online 
banking, you may send your weekly donations   
holyfam@rogers.com    

4. Delivery to the Rectory.  You may also drop your 
donations off in a sealed envelope at the 
Rectory Mail Box by the back door, ring the bell 
and Fr. Monte will collect them daily.  If you 
choose this method, please put them in an 
envelope marked “OFFERTORY”. 
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The Cross: Symbol of Love & Hope 

(Fr John Jennings) 

 

One of the great symbols that we have in most 

of our churches and in many other spaces including our 

homes is the crucifix.  This is an image that has the 

suffering Christ on the Cross.  It represents the great 

sacrifice that Jesus made and the pain of that sacrifice.  It 

says a lot about what he did for us.  But it does not say it 

all.  More importantly it may blind us to an even more 

important aspect of Jesus and of what he reveals about 

our God. 

The crucifix only became a significant symbol for 

Christians quite late in Christian history.  The early 

Christians and for more than the first 1000 years of our 

history had a different cross as symbol of their faith.  It 

was a glorious cross, representing the resurrection and 

Jesus’ victory over even death.  Often it had no figure on 

it, frequently it was richly decorated and a stunning sign 

of the wonder of what God has shown through the risen 

Christ.  This symbol expresses the full story of our 

salvation.  That is, through the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus.  This is what we mean by the 

Paschal Mystery. 

The Gospels present Jesus as the model of the 

unconditional, total love of God for us.  In Jesus words 

and actions, we repeatedly witness this love in real 

terms.  Matthew reveals this(Matt 18:21-35).  Peter asks 

how many times he should forgive a sister or a brother.  

Would 7 be enough?  (In biblical language the number 7 

was used to mean totality or completeness.) 

 Jesus’ response is astounding.  “Not seven time, 

but I tell you seventy-seven times.”  We must forgive and 

reconcile without limit.  Our God loves us with out limit, 

the model given us by Jesus is a love that is unceasing 

and as his disciples, that is our mission.  In the name of 

the unceasing love we receive, we are to express it to 

others, all others.  We are to be the face of God’s love 

and mercy to our world. 

But do we really believe this?  Is this really how 

we see the God of our Christian faith.  So often we still 

think and speak of a God who is primarily a judge, one 

who stands ever ready to measure and close the gates of 

heaven to us.  To accept that all of us, every single 

human being is held in the palm of God’s hand and that 

God will never let go of us, seems so difficult for us. 

 

 

 

What our faith is really all about is expressed in 

two core beliefs, the Incarnation – that in Jesus, God has 

come and lives among us and the Paschal Mystery of 

Jesus’ life, death and resurrection – where Jesus 

expresses how our God is saving and life-giving.  

Together, these express the constant reconciling love of 

God for us. 

It may be difficult for us to understand this.  It 

may be hard to accept it into our hearts and lives.  It may 

be a struggle to let go of some of our ingrained images of 

God.  But what the whole life and message of Jesus 

proclaimed is that God loves all of us unconditionally. 

         Perhaps we have to take this more seriously.  God 

loves us with our goodness and our badness.  God loves 

is as saints and God loves us as sinners.  God loves us 

long before we commit any sin, and loves us long after 

we have sinned. 

The medieval mystic Julian of Norwich once 

described heaven like a banquet to which God has 

invited everyone.  God is there in their midst, welcoming 

everyone, meeting and speaking with everyone and 

smiling at and with everyone.  This is the God of 

unconditional love – no judging, no condemning.  And if 

there is a big book with many names, it is not the book of 

judgement.  It is the invitation list and it is infinite in its 

length, for it includes all. 

 Do I really believe that God loves me 

unconditionally?  And always? 

 Am I able to live a faith that sees everyone 

as the beloved of God? 

 

 
Religious Education Classes will begin after 
Thanksgiving weekend, depending on the 
status of the COVID-19 pandemic at that 
time. 
 
For Grade 2 and Grade 9 sacraments not 
able to be celebrated earlier this year, 
planning will begin after Thanksgiving 
weekend, again, depending on the status of 
the COVID-19 pandemic at that time.   
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Touched by Cancer Mass:  Saint Kateri 

Tekakwitha Parish will host the monthly 

Touched by Cancer Mass beginning Friday, 

September 18th at 7pm at Holy Family 

Church (1500 Hanwell Road).  As we can 

only accommodate 50 people it is 

recommended that you make a reservation 

by calling one of the following numbers:  

Parish Office 444-6021; or Barb Perry at 457-

1559; or Judy Kelly at 478-7274.  If there is 

no answer when you call, please leave a 

message with your phone number.  All are 

welcome!      

 . 

 


